
LOCAL
MUSEUMS

STATE
CAPITOL

THE BLAINE HOUSE 

The Blaine House is the official residence of 
Maine’s governor and their family. Built in 1833 
by retired ship captain James Hall, the home 
later belonged to a local merchant, was rented 
to young legislators, and housed wartime food 
production efforts during World War I.

In 1862, James G. Blaine, one of Maine’s most 
prominent political leaders, purchased the 
property as a birthday gift for his wife, Harriet 
Stanwood Blaine. After her passing in 1903, 
Harriet left the house to her three children.

In 1919, their daughter, Harriet Blaine Beale,  
donated the house to the people of Maine in 
memory of her son, Walker Blaine Beale, who 
was killed in World War I. 

Visit their website for the most up-to-date 
information on tour opportunities. 

192 State Street, Augusta
blainehouse.org

CAPITOL PARK 

Capitol Park is a state-owned public park in 
Maine's state Capitol complex. Established in 
1827, it served as an encampment site and 
parade grounds during the American Civil War 
before being turned into a park in the 1920s.

Today, Capitol Park offers a peaceful getaway 
for visitors and locals alike, providing a space 
for recreation and incredible views of the 
Maine State House.

33 Union Street, Augusta

MAINE STATE HOUSE

The Maine State House serves as the seat of state 
government. Designed by Boston architect Charles 
Bulfinch to resemble the Massachusetts State 
House, the building was completed in 1832 — the 
same year Augusta was established as the capital.

Visitors can explore the historic building's central 
rotunda, Hall of Flags, and the House and Senate 
chambers. While there, catch a legislative session, 
and learn more about Maine's civic history.

The State House is open to the public year round, 
Monday through Friday, 8:00am to 5:00pm. 

2 State House Station, Augusta
legislature.maine.gov

MAINE STATE MUSEUM

The Maine State Museum brings the state's many 
stories to life. As one of the oldest state-funded 
museums, its rich exhibits, engaging programs, and 
growing collections explore the history of Maine's 
people and landscapes.

The museum serves as a vital cultural resource for 
students, scholars, and anyone curious about the 
state's lively past, present, and future.

The museum will reopen in October 2026 with 
new interactive exhibits and labs, a family-friendly 
education center, and increased accessibility.

230 State Street, Augusta
mainestatemuseum.org

FIRST AMENDMENT MUSEUM 

The First Amendment Museum explores the 
rights that shape civic life in the United States 

and how they continue to influence public 
dialogue today. 

While there, visitors learn how the role of free 
expression, civic participation, and having an 

informed society impacts their everyday lives. 

184 State Street, Augusta
firstamendmentmuseum.org

HOLOCAUST & HUMAN RIGHTS
CENTER OF MAINE 

Located on the University of Maine at Augusta 
campus, the Holocaust & Human Rights Center 

of Maine works to deepen understanding of the 
Holocaust and apply its lessons to contemporary 

issues of prejudice and discrimination.

Their programs and archives are a vital resource 
for students, educators, and researchers.

46 University Drive, Augusta
hhrcmaine.org

KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Kennebec Historical Society preserves and 
shares the stories of the region through exhibits, 

research and educational programming. 

The organization strives to highlight the places,  
people, and events that have shaped the 

Kennebec Valley throughout history.

107 Winthrop Street, Augusta
kennebechistorical.org
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Grand Reopening Celebration 

October 24, 2026!

NEW STORIES NEW EXHIBITS NEW PERSPECTIVES

LAW ENFORCEMENT, EMS & FIRE  
FIGHTERS MONUMENT PARK

These special memorials, erected near the 
Maine State House, remain a constant tribute 
to the law enforcement officials, firefighters, 
and EMTs who have given their lives in the line 
of duty.

At this time, the Law Enforcement Memorial 
holds 90 officer's names, and is a touching 
reminder of their selfless sacrifice.

228 State Street, Augusta

MAINE VETERANS' MEMORIAL 
CEMETERY

Located on a quiet hillside on the outskirts of 
Augusta, the Maine Veterans' Memorial 
Cemetery serves as a resting place for 
thousands of Maine service members.

A memorial walkway and granite walls lined 
with veterans' names create a lasting tribute to 
our brave service members, and the Avenue of 
Flags offers a quiet place for remembrance.

143 Blue Star Avenue, Augusta

MAINE VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL

Nestled in Capitol Park, the Maine Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial honors those who served 
in the Vietnam War and the communities that 
were forever changed by the war.

Three triangular structures form a "statue in 
reverse," designed to give visitors a moment of 
reflection as they walk through the memorial.

20-54 Capitol Street, Augusta

OLD FORT WESTERN

As the oldest standing wooden fort in the 
country, Old Fort Western has been a defining 
landmark along the Kennebec River since 1754.

Walking through its centuries-old buildings feels 
less like learning history and more like living it, 
with walls and relics that still carry the character 
and stories of the region's colonial past.

Immerse yourself in early colonial life with 
live reenactments and guided tours that bring 
Maine's early history to life!

16 Cony Street, Augusta
augustamaine.gov/oldfortwestern
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AUGUSTA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Live classical music has been part of Augusta's 
cultural fabric for more than a century, dating 
back to Augusta Symphony Orchestra's first 
live performance in 1921.

Under the direction of Maestro Jinwook Park, 
the orchestra is in its 105th season and brings 
together 50 area musicians to present free 
classical concerts at Cony High School four 
times a year.

augustasymphonyorchestra.org

Home to historic theaters, lively music venues, art-filled galleries, and talented local artisans, the 
Kennebec Valley's arts and culture scene reflects a region where creativity is part of everyday life. 

Each visit brings the chance to sit in on a performance, wander through a gallery, or discover a new 
hobby by taking a class at a studio.

AUGUSTA COLONIAL THEATER

Once a centerpiece of downtown Augusta's 
cultural life, the Augusta Colonial Theater first 
opened in 1913 with vaudeville performances 
and silent films, and is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Ongoing fundraising and restoration efforts 
aim to return the theater as a fully active 
home for films, live performances, and 
educational programming.

augustacolonailtheater.com

KENNEBEC PERFORMING ARTS COMPANY

Continuing a long tradition of community music in Kennebec Valley, the Kennebec Performing Arts 
Company presents public concerts that celebrate the region's musical traditions.

The organization supports local musicians who are passionate about keeping the region's musical 
heritage alive, and includes a wind ensemble, jazz band, and community choir that regularly host 
free public concerts. 

kennebecperformingartscompany.com

JOHNSON HALL OPERA HOUSE

Built in 1864 in downtown Gardiner, 
Johnson Hall Opera House is Maine's oldest 

opera house and has served as a community 
gathering place for more than a century.

A major renovation in 2024 restored the 
400-seat theater and renewed its role as a 

home for the arts. Today, Johnson Hall hosts  
a wide range of live music, theater, dance, 

comedy, and family-friendly performances.

280 Water Street, Gardiner
johnsonhall.org

KENNEBEC CLAY WORKS

Located in Augusta, Kennebec Clay Works is a 
community ceramics studio where beginners 

and professionals alike can explore pottery 
through classes and open studio time.

Classes guide participants through the full 
process of making a piece from forming and 
glazing to how to use a kiln, providing space 
for those of all levels to create masterpieces 

and enjoy new hobbies.

133 Mt. Vernon Avenue, Augusta
kennebecclay.com

BLISTERED FINGERS BLUEGRASS 
FESTIVAL

Held twice a year at the Litchfield Fairgrounds, 
the Blistered Fingers Bluegrass Festival brings 

together nationally recognized bands for 
tranditional and contemporary bluegrass 

performances.

Camping, jam sessions, and a welcoming 
community atmosphere make it a favorite 

gathering for music lovers and musicians alike.  

blisteredfingers.comAugusta Colonial Theater
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DID YOU KNOW?
The Augusta Colonial Theater was saved from 
demolition in the 1990s by residents who 
formed a nonprofit to preserve and restore it.



ALAN CLAUDE GALLERY

The Alan Claude Gallery in downtown Gardiner 
features the work of graphic artist Alan Claude, 

whose bold, nature-inspired designs are 
instantly recognizable and admired worldwide.

Known for capturing the spirit of Maine's natural 
beauty, his artwork highlights the state's rugged 

coastline, wildlife, charming towns, and more.

Visitors to the gallery can purchase prints, 
calendars, and gifts featuring his work.  

165 Water Street, Gardiner
alanclaude.com

MONKITREE

Showcasing handcrafted jewelry, pottery, and 
fine goods, Monkitree is a downtown Gardiner 
gallery and shop that highlights the work of 
skilled artists from Maine and beyond. 

Their rotating displays and seasonal collections 
keep the space fresh, offering visitors a chance 
to discover thoughtfully made pieces that reflect 
a wide range of creative styles.

263 Water Street, Gardiner
monkitree.com

KENNEBEC CABIN COMPANY

Founded by the team behind Maine Cabin 
Masters, Kennebec Cabin Company showcases 
a well-curated collection of Maine-made craft 
goods, home decor, outdoor accessories, and 
more, all created by local artists and makers. 

The retail space reflects a classic Maine 
aesthetic rooted in detailed craftsmanship and 

practicality, with pieces that celebrate life in the 
woods and on the water.

Visitors can stop in year-round to shop their 
selection of artisan Maine craft goods and, 

if lucky, spot a familiar face from the hit show! 

915 Western Avenue, Manchester
kennebeccabincompany.com

GALLERY OF MAINE ART AT THE
MAINE EVERGREEN HOTEL

Stroll through the halls of the Gallery of Maine 
Art at the Maine Evergreen Hotel and 
experience Maine through the eyes of local 
artists of all ages.

Discover a diverse collection of artwork from 
acrylic paintings and charcoal sketches to
stunning photography. All pieces are available 
for purchase, giving you the chance to take 
home a unique piece of Maine art.

65 Whitten Road, Augusta
maineevergreenhotel.com/art

DID YOU KNOW?
The Maine Cabin Masters is filmed right here 
in Central Maine and operates out of the 
Kennebec Cabin Company in Manchester!
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Celebrating 57 Years in Central Maine
207.933.9999 | theateratmonmouth.org

SNOW POND CENTER FOR THE ARTS

Set on a lakeside campus in Sidney, Snow Pond 
Center for the Arts brings together music and 
outdoor recreation in a setting designed for 
growth, learning and community gathering.

Home to the New England Music Camp, they 
welcome hundreds of young musicians each 
summer to study with experienced educators 
while participating in traditional camp activitites.

Concerts and events take place year-round in 
the 750-seat Performance Hall and at the Bowl 
in the Pines, one of the nation's largest outdoor 
ampitheaters.

8 Goldenrod Lane, Sidney
snowpond.org

THEATER AT MONMOUTH

Performances at the Theater at Monmouth 
draw audiences from throughout Maine and 

beyond to experience professional productions 
of Shakespeare and other classic works.

Since 1970, the company has presented 
a rotating repertory in the beautifully restored 

Cumston Hall, a 125-year old historic venue that 
enhances the energy of each performance.

796 Main Street, Monmouth
theateratmonmouth.org
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